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Redeem'd from tapers and defrauded pies,
Inspired he seizes: These an altar raise:
An hecatomb of pure3 unsully'd lays
That altar crowns: A folio Common-place
Founds the whole pile, of all his works the base:          160
Quartos, octavos, shape the less'ning pyre;
A twisted Birth-day Ode completes the spire.
Then he: "Great Tamer of all human art!
First in my care3 and ever at my heart;
/ / Dulness! whose good old cause I yet defend,               165
[ With whom my Muse began, with whom shall end;
E'er since Sir Fopling's Periwig was Praise,
To the last honours of the Butt and Bays:
O thou! of Bus'ness the directing soul!
To this our head like byass to the bowl,                       170
Which, as more pond'rous, made its aim more true,
Obliquely wadling to the mark in view:
162. A twisted Birth-day Ode <The change from Theobald's "little Ajax"
was forced on the poet; but he has met it with an admirable substitute. The
words suggest a fools-cap for George II, the recipient of Gibber's birthday
odes.>
166.   With whom my Muse began, &c. <A i I46>.
167.  Sir Fopling's Periling] The first visible cause of the passion of the Town
for our Hero, was a fair flaxen fuU-bottom'd Periwig, which, he tells us, he
wore in his first play of the Fool in fashion (Love's Last Shift, or The Fool in Fashion,
produced in i6g6>. It attracted, in a particular manner, the Friendship of Col.
Brett, who wanted to purchase it. "Whatever contempt (says he) Philosophers
"may have for a fine Periwig, my friend, who was not to despise the world but
"to live an it, knew very well that so material an article of dress upon the head
"of a man of sense, if it became him, could never fail of drawing to him a
"more partial Regard and Benevolence, than could possibly be hoped for in an
"ill-made one. This perhaps, may soften the grave censure which so youthful
"a purchase might otherwise have laid upon him. In a word, he made his
"attack upon this Periwig, as your young fellows generally do upon a lady of
"pleasure, first by a few familiar praises of her person, and then a civil enquiry
"into the price of it; and we finished our bargain that night over a bottle." See
Life, octavo p. 303. This remarkable Periwig usually made its entrance upon
the stage in a sedan, brought in by two chairmen, with infinite approbation of
the audience.
168.  the Butt and Bays <Le. the laureate's butt of sack and his laurel crown.>